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Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Lecture - Sunday, January 25, 3:30 pm 

ADRIAN PIPER ON ADRIAN PIPER: ARTWORK AND POLITICS FROM 1968 TO THE PRESENT 

Artist and philosopher Adrian Piper will give the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memorial Lecture at The Cleveland Museum of Art on Sunday, January 25, at 
3:30 pm. Piper, who achieved recognition in the 1970s as a visual and 
performance artist, holds a doctorate in philosophy from Harvard University 
and is currently assistant professor of philosophy at Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C. She will discuss her artwork as it relates to her personal 
experience and political background as a black woman. Her talk will be 
accompanied by slides and videotape. 

Piper's art has been described as confrontational, designed to provoke 
reactions in people and challenge their basic beliefs and assumptions. She 
explains that this method of working arose from her early art experience, her 
study of philosophy, and from being a black woman in a white-dominated 
culture. 

Born in New York City in 1948, Piper studied painting and sculpture at 
New York's School of Visual Arts, becoming well known as an avant-garde artist 
while still in her early twenties. She went on to study philosophy at the City 
College of New York, the University of Heidelberg in West Germany, and Harvard 
University, where she received her doctorate in 1981. She has taught courses 
in philosophy at Harvard, Stanford University, and the University of Michigan. 

Piper's artwork has been widely exhibited and performed, most recently at 
The New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York City, and the Museum Moderner 
Kunst, Vienna. A retrospective exhibition of her work is scheduled for the 
Alternative Museum in New York in 1987 . Her lecture at The Cleveland Museum of 
Art is free and open to the public. 


